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Benedetti twice sought to reopen the question; but
the King with increasing annoyance refused to see
him on the matter. Nevertheless, there was no
breach of courtesy, and when the King left Ems a
few days later he received Benedetti with con-
spicuous friendliness when he came to the station
to say farewell.
Unfortunately, the King had communicated the
gist of his conversation with Benedetti by telegram
to Bismarck, and authorised him to make such use
of the information as he should think fit. The
telegram reached Bismarck as he was dining with
Moltke and Roon in Berlin on the evening of
July 13th. They were all in deep depression,
realising that their conspiracy had apparently failed.
They were not going to get either a war between
France and Spain, or a war between France and-
Germany. The telegram, however, revived their
spirits and restored their hopes. They decided to
publish it, in a judiciously abbreviated form, in a
special edition of the North German Gazette, and
also to send copies of it to all German embassies
and legations. Bismarck's abbreviation was deliber-
ately made so as to render the communication as
provocative as possible. When he had read his
perversion to tie two soldiers, Moltke joyously
remarked that he had, by merely omitting the
mollifications and altering the emphasis, changed
the message from a chamade to a fanfare; from an
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